
In Mr. OoUet* absenc* I am ratpondizif to yovr Uttar oi 
Docombor 29, 1958 co&earaiag the agreement hetwoon Northwest 
Airltaea, Uc. and Thai Airwaya* Ltd. which ia now halore the Civil 
Aoranuitiea Board Ur af|»rafval. Yoo are correct la year ander- 
standing that we have aot iandirited tile Civil Aaroaautica Board with 
a atatemeat regardlai this ^rtlattiar agreemeal. 1 ahaU try to make 
clear ear predae p«aiti«ni in titiU regard. 

Aa the iatalltgeaee arm of the Eaecativa Brwieh, it la our reapw- 
aibllity to luraiah lha hatelUgeaca re^isired for paUof determiaatioaa 
hat aot mtraelvea to omIu aach determiaatioaa or j^urticipata ia anch 
pdicy mattara otherwiae tium aa the iateliigcaee adviser. The 
foreign latelllgeace ap^tcalde to aadh a sitaatim aa the Northwest 
Airline a - Thai Airways proposal it furnished the Civil Aeronautics 
Board. Oepartmoat of State. Oepartmead of Defense* mad any other 
idereeted ageaeUa. Bi oar iataUigaaoa ao|^rt. It has bean oar 
coasistant poaitloa llid U Amarieaa airUaat art not allowad to 
participate apprt^riataly with forciga airliaaa dtich aaad help, audl 
help will be provided by the airliaaa of other major powers. It has 
farther been oar position that proper partici patten by American airlines 
is definitely In the national interest, and If a vacmua is left Into which 
airliaos of foroiga powers can step tile results are Inimical to Iho 
n a tion a l latereat. 

We have neither the jarisdieticm nor the competence to comment 
oa the technical aapacts of any one proposal nor to teke a position as 
betweoa one Aamrioan earrior and another. H. therefore, the Civil 
Aerimaatics Board la tiiie light td all avaUalde inloraa 4 ^«s were to give 
an adverse ruling on As ground that an agreement eabonltted was 
Improper under their contredUng principles* we wmdd not be ia a 
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positioa to tako itamm ariHi W« aot ttioroforo* to 

nilMaAlt macf afadlto atotoauat to 1km CMi Aoroumtica Board, bat 
wa witl eaaitiMM to aapfMrt 1km ftaadammital propoaitioa of participaHon 
by Amatioaa aarrtora to foraiga air aetivitiea aad ara werldag to ctoae 
coordination wttit lAa allMir totoraatod agaaclaa to tUa ragard. 

If you would Itlw to diaeaaa tola mattor to fartbar dataU. 1 
akauld ba vary |^d to «Hoaa to aaa you at yaur eoavaaiaaca. 

Stocaraly. 
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